
69th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & CONVENTION
May 14 – 18, 2023

Fairmont Empress   Victoria, BC

See you in Victoria in May!



NOTE: All event information in this publication is preliminary and subject to change.

The PLCAC convention app will be available for download  
when convention registration closes. 

On the app you will find complete on-the-go information for 
all events, meetings and activities for the PLCAC convention. 

Stay informed! Stay current! 
More information to come.
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Pipe Line Contractors Association of 
Canada Convention App.
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It is with great pleasure that my wife Jennifer and I welcome you to the 69th AGM and 
Convention in Victoria, BC located on Vancouver Island, a beautiful 300 km long island, 
off Canada’s Pacific Coast, brimming with rainforests, small cities, villages, beaches and 
wilderness.

Known internationally as The City of Gardens, Victoria is classed as one of the most 
beautiful cities in the world, blessed with incredible natural beauty and a temperate 
climate. Victoria, the capital of the province of British Columbia, houses the majestic 
Parliament Buildings, overlooking Victoria’s scenic Inner Harbour, steps away from 
Canada’s Castle on the Coast, the Fairmont Empress hotel.

Waterfront attractions, historic architecture, and a bustling harbour blend harmoniously 
with modern office buildings, world-class shops, and cultural venues in the downtown 

core. Many urban businesses are literally a stone’s throw from some of the best sailing, paddling and windsurfing in North 
America — year round. Victoria is a wonderful place to call home and an unforgettable place to visit.

Jennifer and I feel very fortunate to represent the PLCAC in such a beautiful, exciting location. A great convention full of many 
exciting events has been prepared that we know you will enjoy during your stay with us. 

On behalf of the PLCAC Board, I would like to express our appreciation and gratitude to all our sponsors for their support of this 
wonderful event. 

See you in Victoria in May!

Welcome to PLCAC’s 69th Annual General Meeting and Convention  
from President Russell Keller

Russell E. Keller
PLCAC President 2022 – 2023

Join us in Victoria

Photo courtesy: Shutterstock/Bob Hilscher
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The Destination
Victoria is the capital city of the Canadian province of British Columbia, on the southern tip of 
Vancouver Island off Canada’s Pacific coast. The city has a population of approximately 92,000 and 
the Greater Victoria area has a population of approximately 400,000.

Victoria is the southernmost major city in Western Canada and is about 100 km (62 mi) southwest 
from British Columbia’s largest city of Vancouver on the mainland.

Named for Queen Victoria, the city is one of the oldest in the Pacific Northwest, with British 
settlement beginning in 1843. The city has retained a large number of its historic buildings, in 
particular its two most famous landmarks, the Parliament Buildings (finished in 1897 and home of 
the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia) and the Fairmont 
Empress hotel (opened in 1908). The city’s Chinatown is 
the second oldest in North America, after San Francisco’s. 
The region’s Coast Salish First Nations peoples established 
communities in the area long before European settlement, 
which had large populations at the time of European 
exploration.

The dress code in Victoria is generally relaxed and casual with 
a few places requiring somewhat more formal clothing. For 
your convenience, a dress code for the convention is included 
on page 8. 

Located in a sub-Mediterranean zone, Victoria boasts the 
mildest climate in Canada with flowers in bloom year-round 
and an eight month frost-free season. In mid-May expect 
day time temperatures to average 160C (610F) with more  
sunshine than rain. Nights can be cool, averaging 100C (500F), 
so bring a sweater and jacket for layering up, and your walking 
shoes.
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The Venue

The Hotel
Known as Castle on the Coast, the Fairmont Empress is located in the heart of Victoria, BC, overlooking the beautiful Inner 
Harbour, steps away from the British Columbia Parliament Buildings. This Forbes Four-Star, 4-Diamond landmark property is 
celebrated for its reputation for providing legendary hospitality and highly personalized service for more than 110 years. 

In June 2017, Fairmont Empress completed a $60+ Million restoration that celebrates its proud history while moving the 
hotel into a new era of modern luxury, transforming this iconic property into an elegant must-visit destination for the world’s 
discerning travelers. 

With a wide selection of unique guest rooms featuring classic details and modern touches, Fairmont Empress is sure to make 
your stay in Victoria unforgettable.

Special convention rates are being offered to PLCAC delegates from May 13th  – 18th, based on availability (see page 11 for 
further information). For stays outside these dates, please contact PLCAC directly at PLCAC@pipeline.ca.

Getting to the Hotel
Victoria International Airport (YYJ) is located approximately a 30 minute drive from Fairmont Empress. Transportation to and 
from the airport is not provided by PLCAC. 

Taxi fares are approximately $65.00 – $75.00 CAD each way. All of the major car rental companies have facilities at the airport.

PLCAC has special hotel parking rates. Valet parking is $45/night and self-parking is $33/night including in-and-out-privileges.

Visitors can also enjoy the experience and exhilarating views by taking the 35-minute seaplane flight from downtown 
Vancouver to the Victoria Harbour, landing in close proximity to the hotel. 

Both ride-share and taxi companies operate in the Victoria area.

Photo courtesy: Fairm
ont Em

press
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Convention Registration Desk
The registration desk opens on Sunday May 14th at 3:00 pm. Here you will receive all essential convention information. All 
delegates must register to receive their name badges, gifts and other items. You are also invited to reconnect with old friends 
and meet our first timers at the Welcome Reception event at the time of registration. 

The registration desk will remain open each day during the convention. The convention app will be your official convention 
program; listing all events, locations and times during your stay at the convention.

Breakfasts 
Breakfasts will be held in Carson Hall located in the Victoria Convention Centre on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings. 
Be on time, don’t miss the exciting entertainment and daily convention announcements.

Meetings and Business Sessions 
Business sessions will be held on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday immediately following breakfast. These sessions will 
feature impactful speakers that are designed to be informative and interesting for all delegates, companions and guests. 

PGA Annual Golf Tournament  
Monday May 15th

The Pipeliners’ Golf Annual (PGA) Invitational is being 
held at the Olympic View Golf Club on Monday morning. 

Olympic View Golf Club, aptly named for its beautiful 
views of Washington State’s Olympic Mountains is located 
just 20 minutes outside of Victoria’s downtown core and 
boasts tranquillity and nature, accentuated by 12 lakes, 
two waterfalls, beautiful mountain views, soaring eagles, 
and roaming deer.

This breath-taking course has many target 
oriented and undulating fairways, combined 
with beautiful Japanese gardens. The vistas 
from some of the tee boxes are unparalleled.

Olympic View consistently rates among top 
golf courses on Vancouver Island, including a 
four-star rating by, Golf Digest as Best Places to 
Play.

Olympic View Golf Club is a proud member of 
the Audubon Society, doing its part to preserve 
and protect the environment. Consistently 
recognized for its efforts in environmental 
stewardship, Olympic View continues to 
appreciate nature’s beauty that surrounds this 
one-of-a-kind golf course.

Convention Events

Photos courtesy: O
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pic View
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Evening Events
“Constable Keller’s” Kick-off Party — Monday May 15th

On Monday evening, our President, Russell Keller will officially kick-off the 69th AGM and convention at “Constable Keller’s” 
Kick-off Party. Join us at this event where there will be plenty of great food and drink, entertainment, and surprises  
throughout the night. Be forewarned that Constable Keller and his constabularies will keep the patrons of this night under 
strict Victorian control

“Blast from the Past” John Deere Off-site Reception and Dinner — Tuesday May 16th

Join us at Heritage Acres for a unique experience in the beautiful natural setting of this 29 acre property. After an approx. 
30-minute scenic ride, explore the lush grounds and heritage buildings packed with local historical artifacts including antique 
vehicles, carriages, farming equipment and steam engines. Enjoy this experience with friends, great food and drinks, and 
entertainment. This will be an evening not to be missed!

“Victorian Daze” Caterpillar Theme Night — Wednesday May 17th

As we hold our 2023 Annual Convention in Victoria, it is only fitting that our theme night embraces the Victorian era that the 
city is noted for and the Queen whose namesake the city received. “Victorian Daze” will be this year’s theme party – bringing 
us all together to celebrate the Victorian ways! 

You only have to look at the history of that era to find yourself immersed in character. Picture yourself during that time 
where you might have been a fur trader, a ship’s captain, a miner, a statesman, a butler, a constable, a carriage operator or a 
debutante at an elegant ball, just to name a few. 

Or perhaps some of the world’s most famous “Victorians” might have stopped to join our special event, like Alexander Graham 
Bell, Charles Darwin, John Cadbury, Charles Dickens, Robert Louis Stevenson or the Queen herself.

From trappers to top hat and tails, everyone comes in costume ready to celebrate. Be prepared to see a variety of characters 
that will surely put you in a “Victorian Daze”!

Gala Reception and Banquet —Thursday May 18th

Open to all convention delegates, this formal evening will encapsulate the weeks’ special moments with a reception followed 
by dinner and fabulous entertainment.

Photo courtesy: PLCAC Photo Library
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Online registration for the PLCAC convention opens Wednesday February 1st  
and closes Wednesday February 22nd or earlier if full. 

Visit www.pipeline.ca to reserve hotel rooms and register.

Hotel accommodations must be secured through the  
PLCAC online convention portal prior to proceeding with registration.

Hotel fees are separate from the convention registration fees. 

Preliminary Schedule of Events

Dress Code Descriptions
Casual — Jeans, t-shirts, golf shirts, shorts, casual pants, sweaters, walking or running shoes. 

Smart casual — A notch above casual. For both the ladies and men, collared shirts or open neck shirts 
are acceptable with nice pants. Ladies may also choose to wear a top with a skirt or dress.

Golf attire — Shorts or long pants are acceptable. Proper golf shirts are required (no tank tops or bare 
midriffs). Blue jeans are not allowed. Golf shoes must have soft spikes or running shoe style soles.

Costume — See page 7.

Jacket and tie — At the board meeting on Sunday, May 14, PLCAC director’s photos will be taken. 

Formal wear — Ladies may choose to wear a cocktail dress or a full length dress. Gentlemen should wear 
a tuxedo or a dark suit.

Activity appropriate — See pages 12 – 14.

High Tea — Smart casual and, as designated by High Tea at the Empress, the following are not permitted: 
Tank tops, beach wear, athletic leisure wear, flip flops or bare feet, clothing with explicit or offensive 
wording or graphics. Fascinators and fancy tea hats are the only hats allowed.
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Sunday May 14th

Day begins for Directors with photos at 7:30 am
Registration begins at 3:00 pm

Board of Directors Meeting  .................................  Board of Directors  .....................  Jacket and tie 
Canadian Pipeline Advisory Council Meeting  ......  CPAC representatives  .................. Smart casual 
World Federation Meeting  ..................................  By invitation  ................................ Smart casual 
Registration  .........................................................  All delegates .......................................... Casual 
Welcome Reception  ............................................  All delegates .......................................... Casual 
The President’s Dinner  ........................................  By invitation  ................................  Formal wear

Monday May 15th

Golfers’ day begins with buses to the golf course at 6:00 am

Golfers’ Breakfast and Lunch  ...............................  Registered golfers  ...........................  Golf attire 
Golf at Olympic View Golf Club  ...........................  Registered golfers  ...........................  Golf attire 
Afternoon at Leisure
“Constable Keller’s” Kick-off Party  .......................  All delegates .......................................... Casual

Tuesday May 16th

Day begins with breakfast at 8:00 am, meetings begin at 9:00 am

“Y’Otter Come” Breakfast .....................................  All delegates ................................ Smart casual 
Annual General Meeting  .....................................  All delegates ................................ Smart casual 
Associates’ Meeting  .............................................  Associate Members  .................... Smart casual 
Optional Activities  ...............................................  Registered delegates  .......  Activity appropriate
 E-bike Culinary Tour  (pages 12 – 14)   
 Kayak Experience 
 Victoria City Tour 
 Whale Watching Catamaran Experience
 Zodiac Whale Watching Adventure
John Deere “Blast from the Past” Off-site Event  ...  All delegates .......................................... Casual 
   (Reception, Dinner & Entertainment) 

Wednesday May 17th

Day begins with breakfast at 8:00 am, meetings begin at 9:00 am

“A Whale of a Time” Breakfast  ............................  All delegates ................................ Smart casual 
General Business Session  ....................................  All delegates ................................ Smart casual 
Board of Directors Meeting  .................................  Board of Directors  ....................... Smart casual 
Optional Activities  ...............................................  Registered delegates  .......  Activity appropriate
 E-bike Culinary Tour   (pages 12 – 14) 
 High Tea at the Empress
 Kayak Experience 
 Whale Watching Catamaran Experience
 Zodiac Whale Watching Adventure
Caterpillar “Victorian Daze” Theme Party  ...........  All delegates ......................................  Costume
   (Reception, Dinner & Dancing)    (page 7)

Thursday May 18th

Day begins with breakfast at 8:00 am, meetings begin at 9:00 am

“Seal’d with a Kiss” Breakfast  ..............................  All delegates ................................ Smart casual 
Executive Development Session  ..........................  All delegates ................................ Smart casual 
Afternoon at Leisure 
Gala  .....................................................................  All delegates ................................  Formal wear 
   (Reception, Banquet & Entertainment)

Photo courtesy: Fairm
ont Em
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PLCAC 2023 Convention Registration
Convention registration opens Wednesday February 1st and closes Wednesday February 22nd or earlier if full.  
Visit www.pipeline.ca to register.

All delegates must be registered to attend the PLCAC convention. Registration will close if sold out before the deadline. All fees, 
including all applicable taxes, are in Canadian dollars (CAD) and will be charged at the time of registration. 

Please note: The first step in the convention registration process will be to secure your accommodation through the PLCAC 
registration portal. The convention registration process can only continue once your rooms are booked. It is advisable to have 
your list of optional activities (including times and dates) ready prior to beginning the registration process.

Hotel fees are separate from the convention registration fees. 

Registration Fees CAD
Delegate (single or couple)
    Registration received on or before Wednesday February 22nd  ........................  $2,700.00
Delegate (single or couple)
    Registration received after Wednesday February 22nd  .....................................  $3,200.00
Family: 10 years of age and older (ea.)  .................................................................  $1,350.00
Family: 4 – 9 years of age (ea.)  .................................................................................  $675.00
Family: 3 years of age and under (ea.)  ..................................................................  No charge

Optional Activity Fees CAD
Golf (includes transportation, green fees, food and beverage)  ...............................  $170.00
Golf club rentals are limited. Golfers are encouraged to bring their own clubs  ........  $75.00
E-Bike Culinary Tour  .................................................................................................  $185.00
High Tea at the Empress  ..........................................................................................  $175.00
Kayak Experience  .....................................................................................................  $125.00
Victoria City Tour  .......................................................................................................  $60.00
Whale Watching Catamaran Experience  .................................................................  $215.00
Zodiac Whale Watching Adventure  .........................................................................  $195.00

Hotel Reservations
The PLCAC has negotiated special convention room rates for your stay. See facing page for 
more hotel information regarding policies, occupancy, cancellations and additional fees.

Convention Fees

10    Pipe Line Contractors Association of Canada Convention 2023 Information

Photo courtesy: Shutterstock/Darryl Brooks



Pipe Line Contractors Association of Canada Convention 2023 Information    11

The Fairmont Empress Hotel Policies
The Fairmont Empress is a non-smoking hotel.

Hotel special group rates for the Pipe Line Contractors Association of Canada will be in effect from May 13th  – 18th. For stays 
outside of these dates, contact PLCAC at plcac@pipeline.ca. Limited guest room space is available at the hotel during the 
PLCAC convention. Register early to guarantee your room! 

Hotel Cancellation and No Show Policy
Room reservations may be cancelled up to one (1) week prior to arrival without penalty. Cancellations received less than 
one (1) week prior to arrival will be subject to a three (3) night room PLCAC administered charge based on the PLCAC’s 
commitment to the hotel per the guest’s original reservation.

Hotel Room Rates and Policies
Room rates are based on single or double occupancy. Rates quoted exclusive of 1% Destination Marketing Fee, 11% Provincial 
Hotel Room Tax and 5% Federal Goods & Service Tax.

There is no additional charge for children eighteen (18) years of age and under sharing the same room as the parents and using 
existing bedding with a maximum of four (4) persons per room. There is an extra person charge (more than two persons over 
the age of 18) of $50.00 per person per night. Roll-away beds and cribs are complimentary based on availability. Housekeeping 
and portage gratuities are not included in the room rate and are left to the guest’s discretion.

Room Reservations, Check-In and Check-Out
All reservation requests must be guaranteed with a major credit card in order for the reservation to be processed and 
confirmed. Check-in time is 4:00 pm and check-out time is 11:00 am.

Parking: Valet parking: $45/night, including in-and-out privileges. Self-parking: $33/night, including in-and-out-privileges.

PLCAC Convention Registration Refund Policy
Registration fees are fully refundable if cancelled on or before Wednesday February 22nd. Cancellations received after 
Wednesday February 22nd will receive a 50% refund. There will be no refunds after Wednesday March 1st. All refund requests 
must be submitted in writing via fax, mail or email to PLCAC. Any changes to previously submitted registrations and optional 
activities will be subject to a $100.00 CAD administrative fee.

Convention Activity Refund Policy
All activities registered by delegates are fully refundable if cancelled by Wednesday February 22nd. There will be no refunds 
after Wednesday February 22nd. If an activity is cancelled by the activity company for any reason, full refunds will automatically 
be provided by the PLCAC, post-convention.

Convention Policies

TV

Photos courtesy: Tourism Victoria
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Optional activities are only open to registered convention delegates and require registration for each activity. Note that there are 
inherent risks with any activity, so please ensure that you have adequate travel and medical insurance when travelling.

Participants are asked to arrive 15 minutes prior to activity departure and look for guides with activity signs. All times are 
based on the departure from the hotel and the approximate return to the hotel. Except for the Kayak Experience, activities will 
operate rain or shine. For activity refund polices see page 11. 

All activities leave from the Fairmont Empress Hotel lobby.

Optional Activities

High Tea at the Empress
Participants will be escorted from the hotel lobby to the Empress Lobby Lounge to 
experience the grand tradition that has taken place for over a century. The world-
renowned Fairmont Empress has served England’s most beloved ritual of afternoon 
tea to famed royalty, celebrities and dignitaries alike.

Included:  Lunch with a glass of Veuve Clicquot, gratuities and taxes. 
Activity Level: Easy. 
Wear/Bring: The dress code for this event is designated by the Fairmont Victoria 

Empress. See p. 8 in this booklet. 
Note: Guests who arrive in unsuitable attire may be politely declined. 
# Participants: Maximum 40.

Price: 
$175.00 CAD
Dates Offered: 
Wednesday May 17th 1:00 pm –3:15 pm

E-Bike Culinary Tour 
After a 20-minute walk to the Pedlar bike shop with a guide, guests will hop on an 
e-bike to experience Victoria’s culinary foodie scene pedaling through the area and 
sampling some local delicacies. Led by your foodie guide, enjoy food tastings at local 
eateries while seeing the city on 2 wheels.

Included:  Two professional trained guides per group, electric bike and helmet, 
guide, gratuities and taxes. 

 Lunch provided as 5–6 food samplings and a bottle of water.
Activity Level: Easy/moderate with a 20-minute walk to the bike shop.
Wear/Bring: Comfortable active clothing and walking shoes.
Note: Must be 16 years of age to operate an e-bike.
# Participants: Maximum 35 each day activity offered.

 Price:  
$185.00 CAD
Dates Offered: 
Tuesday May 16th 12:30 pm – 3:30 pm
Wednesday May 17th 12:30 pm – 3:30 pm

12    Pipe Line Contractors Association of Canada Convention 2023 Information



Pipe Line Contractors Association of Canada Convention 2023 Information    13

Kayak Experience 
After a short walk to a kayak shop in Victoria’s historic Inner Harbour, guests will 
explore the harbour and beyond by kayak on this 4 nautical mile excursion. Led by an 
experienced guide, enjoy the panoramic views of the Victoria skyline, the Fairmont 
Empress Hotel, the BC Legislature and a up close view of ocean wildlife in their own 
habitat. 

Included:  Single or double sea kayak, safety equipment, life jacket, light  
  snacks, guide, gratuities and taxes.
Not Included:  Lunch is not provided.
Activity Level: Moderate. Participants must be in reasonably good shape to 

participate.
Wear/Bring: Casual active wear. Dress in layers for the ocean weather.
Note: Participants that have primary control of the kayak must be between 

5’ and 6’4” tall and 95 lbs to 250 lbs. All adult (19+) participants 
must complete the Release Agreement (waiver). Children (under 19) 
must be included on a parent’s/guardian’s Release Agreement OR 
have a Release Agreement signed by a parent/guardian.

# Participants: Maximum 30 each day activity offered.

Price:  
$125.00 CAD
Dates Offered: 
Tuesday May 16th 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Wednesday May 17th 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Victoria City Tour 
Sit back, relax, and enjoy a scenic drive through the city of Victoria. This charming 
island city is one of the oldest on the West Coast and proudly displays its English roots. 
Guests will take in some of this English flavour, while enjoying views of Victoria’s Inner 
Harbour area, complete with classic tall ships, the stately Fairmont Empress Hotel, 
and the historical Parliament Buildings. The tour will continue along Fishermen’s 
Wharf, Beacon Hill Park and pass by the famous Craigdarroch Castle. 

Included:  Double decker bus, professional guide, gratuities and taxes.
Not Included:  Lunch is not provided.
Activity Level: Easy.
Wear/Bring: Casual comfortable clothing, walking shoes. Dress in layers.
# Participants: Maximum 60.

Price:  
$60.00 CAD
Dates Offered: 
Tuesday May 16th 12:15 pm – 2:00 pm

Whale Watching Catamaran Experience 
This unique opportunity provides an exhilarating, 3-hour journey on the waters of 
Juan de Fuca Straight aboard a privately chartered, custom-built catamaran. Departing 
from the Inner Harbour, guests will visit Vancouver Island’s breath-taking craggy coast 
and majestic mountain seascapes. While on the catamaran, whale movements are 
tracked, aiding the knowledgeable naturalist/boat captains to determine the best 
viewing locations for guests to experience the amazing sight of orca whales in their 
natural habitat.

Included:  Exclusive booking of the catamaran, conservation fee, crew and  
 guide, gratuities and taxes.
Not Included:  Lunch is not provided.
Activity Level: Easy.
Wear/Bring: Windbreaker and long pants and comfortable closed-toed shoes.  
  Sunglasses and sunscreen are recommended. 
Note: Cash snack bar and washrooms on board. 
# Participants: Maximum 94 each day activity offered.

 Price:  
$215.00 CAD 
Dates Offered: 
Tuesday May 16th 11:45 am – 4:00 pm
Wednesday May 17th 11:45 am – 4:00 pm
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 Price:  
$195.00 CAD
Dates Offered: 
Tuesday May 16th 12:15 pm – 4:30 pm 
Wednesday May 17th 12:15 pm – 4:30 pm 

Activities fill up quickly. Book early to avoid disappointment.

See You in Victoria May 14 – 18, 2023!

Zodiac Whale Watching Adventure
Suit up in a Mustang Survival Suit, take a selfie, and get on board an exciting 
12-passenger Zodiac for the most intimate, adrenaline-pumping whale-watching 
adventure! Hold on to your hat and brace yourself for a refreshing spray of sea air as 
your inflatable Zodiac takes off at speeds of 55 km/hr, cutting through pristine waters 
in search of orcas and humpback whales. With a seasoned captain as your guide, 
you’re in safe hands. 

Included:  Warm all-weather exposure suits to wear on top of your clothes, 
(gloves and hats) available upon request. Guide, gratuities and taxes. 

Not Included:  Lunch is not provided.
Activity Level: Moderate.
Wear/Bring: Windbreaker, sweater and long pants as it can be chilly on the water. 
  Comfortable closed-toed shoes. Sunglasses and sunscreen are 
  recommended.
Note: This adventure is not suitable for anyone with a history of serious  
  medical conditions, including but not limited to, back or neck  
  injuries, recent surgery, and/or current or suspected pregnancy.  
  Passengers under 4ft/120cm in height or 50lb/23kg in weight also  
  cannot join.
# Participants: Maximum 60 each day activity offered.
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Victoria Fun Facts
Victoria

Victoria, known internationally as the City of Gardens, is the capital city of the Canadian province of British  
 Columbia, located on the southern tip of Vancouver Island. Victoria’s Inner Harbour is the busiest working  
 harbour in Canada. 

The early settlers in Victoria’s present-day area date back to over 10 000 years when it was inhabited  
 by the Coast Salish (Salishan) First Nations (Native American) people.

In the 1770s, an English sailor, Captain James Cook sailed into the waters of present-day British Columbia  
 and later, assisted in establishing British presence in the region.

The City of Victoria was founded by the Hudson’s Bay Company on March 14, 1843. It opened as a trading 
 post and fort at the location the Lekwungen People called “Camosack” meaning “Rush of Water.”

This city was named for Queen Victoria, and it is one of the oldest in the Pacific Northwest, with British  
 settlement roots tracing back to 1843.

Victoria’s Chinatown is the oldest in Canada and Fan Tan Alley is the narrowest street in Canada.

Victoria has been named both the most romantic city in Canada and one of the top 15 friendliest cities in 
 the world.

There are roughly 1,600 lampposts across the city which hold hanging flower baskets every Summer.

The world’s tallest free-standing totem pole is in Victoria’s Beacon Hill Park.

Victoria’s waters are home to three resident pods of orca (killer) whales totalling 76 whales.

National Geographic recognizes Vancouver Island as one of the best cold-water diving destinations on earth.

The Fairmont Empress
The Fairmont Empress, facing the city’s inner harbour was built by Canadian Pacific Hotels, a division of  

 the Canadian Pacific Railway company.

The hotel, designed by the colorful character, architect Francis Rattenbury was built between 1904 and  
 1908 and includes 464 guest rooms and suites.

Francis Rattenbury, who also designed the BC Parliament buildings located in Victoria, was reportedly, a 
 difficult, shameless self-promoter who was eventually murdered at the age of 67 by his second wife and  
 her 18 year-old lover.

The building was designated as a national historic site on January 15, 1981, by Parks Canada. This was due  
 in part, to the development of the châteauesque style of architecture. 

The Empress has been visited by celebrities and royals alike, including the Prince of Wales (1919),   
 Winston Churchill (1929), King George VI and Queen Elizabeth (1939), and Queen Elizabeth II.

The Empress afternoon tea service serves over 750,000 cups of tea per year. Queen Elizabeth, herself,  
 enjoyed high tea at the Empress.

There is a local legend that The Empress is haunted. The apparition of a thin moustached man walking the 
 halls with a cane is thought to be of the murdered building’s architect, Francis Rattenbury. Guests have also  
 seen a maid seen on the sixth floor still cleaning after her death, a ghostly little girl knocking on doors and an  
 elderly woman, trying to her find her room, that leads them to the elevator where a guest room once existed.
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